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Response to Amendment 

1 . In the amendment filed 12/27/06, the following has occurred: claims 6-20 have been 
amended. Now, claims 1-20 are presented for examination. 

2. The rejections under 35 U.S.C. 112 have been withdrawn by the Examiner based on 
changes made by Applicant to the claims. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(a) the Invention was known or used by others in this country, or patented or described in a printed 
publication In this or a foreign country, before the Invention thereof by the applicant for a patent. 

4. Claims 1-5 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(a) as being anticipated by UPS Press 
Release, UPS Advances E-commerce Strateov With Next-Generation Web Tools (hereinafter 
UPS Press Release 1. cited in the IDS filed 4/16/02). 

5. As per claim 1, UPS Press Release 1 discloses a computerized system for selecting a 
cargo carrier and arranging transportation for cargo, the system comprising: a host computer 
system having access to data of each of a plurality of cargo carriers, the data representing 
cargo transportation options available from each of the cargo carriers (see paragraphs 1 and 6, 
the Examiner considers different UPS service levels to be different cargo carriers); Internet 
access means connecting the host computer system to a user (see paragraph 1); means in the 
host computer system for prompting the user for and receiving from the user infomriation 
concerning cargo to be transported and transportation preferences (see paragraphs 6-10); and 
means in the host computer system for comparing the user information with the available cargo 
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transportation options and sending to the user at least one of the available cargo transportation 
options best matching the user information. 

6. As per claim 2. UPS Press Release 1 discloses the system of claim 1 as described 
above. UPS Press Release further discloses the data of a cargo carrier is electronically 
delivered to the host computer system (see paragraph 2). 

7. As per claim 3, UPS Press Release 1 discloses the system of claim 1 as described 
above. UPS Press Release 1 further discloses the host computer system is linked to a 
computer system of each of the cargo carriers by an Internet link for accessing the cargo carrier 
data (see paragraph 2). 

8. As per claim 4, UPS Press Release 1 discloses the system of claim 1 as described 
above. UPS Press Release 1 further discloses the data from the cargo carriers includes at least 
one of marine, air, and land cargo options (see paragraph 6, it is noted that it is well known that 
UPS includes at least land and air cargo options). 

9. As per claim 5. UPS Press Release 1 discloses the system of claim 1 as described 
above. UPS Press Release 1 further discloses software of the host computer system receives 
the information input from the user and sends the available cargo transportation options to the 
user in an interactive manner (see paragraph 2). 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

10. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner In which the invention was made. 
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11. Claims 6-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over UPS Press 
Release, UPS Advances E-commerce Strategy With Next-Generation Web Tools in view of 
Bowman, A paperless world (hereinafter Bowman, cited in the IDS filed 4/16/02). 

12. As per claim 6, UPS Press Release 1 discloses a method for anranging for cargo 
transportation by a selected cargo carrier comprising the steps of: providing a host computer 
system (see paragraph 1); linking cargo earner computer systems of a plurality of cargo can^iers 
to the host computer system, each cargo carrier computer system having data representing 
cargo transportation options available from the associated cargo carrier including departure, 
arrival and space availability information (see paragraphs 5, 6, and 10); accessing the host 
computer system through an internet connection (see paragraph 1 ); transmitting information 
from a user to the host computer system about cargo that is to be transported and 
transportation preferences (see paragraph 2); and comparing in the host computer system the 
user information and the available cargo transportation options and sending to the user at least 
one of the available cargo transportation options and sending to the user at least one of the 
available cargo transportation options best matching the user information (see paragraphs 5, 6, 
and 10). 

13. Although it is well known that UPS provides a variety of cargo canning options, such as 
land, air, etc, the references does not explicitly specify that each of these options are linked 
through the system. However, Bowman discloses a variety of cargo carrying options, including 
air, land, and sea, and their corresponding automated processing of automated cargo 
transportation information (see paragraphs 12-14, and 22). It would have been obvious to one 
of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to incorporate the linking of such a variety 
of cargo transportation mechanisms into the system disclosed in the UPS Press Release. On of 
ordinary skill in the art would have been motivated to incorporate such mechanisms for the 
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purpose of expanding tlie tools developed by UPS to well known cargo transportation mediums 
(see paragraph 1 of UPS Press Release 1). 

14. As per claim 7, UPS Press Release 1 in view of Bowman discloses the method of claim 

6 as described above. UPS Press Release 1 further discloses the step of booking 
transportation of the cargo through the host computer system to the cargo carrier computer 
system of the one of the cargo carriers selected by the user after receiving the at least one of 
the available cargo transportation options best matching the user infonmation (see paragraphs 
5-6). 

15. As per claim 8, UPS Press Release 1 in view of Bowman discloses the method of claim 

7 as described above. UPS Press Release 1 further discloses a step of tracking the cargo 
during its transportation by the selected cargo carrier after the step of booking transportation 
(see paragraph 5). 

16. As per claim 9, UPS Press Release 1 in view of Bowman discloses the system of claim 6 
as described above. UPS Press Release 1 further discloses the data of the cargo earner 
computer systems also includes price and payment information (see paragraph 6). 

17. As per claim 10, UPS Press Release 1 in view of Bowman discloses the method of claim 
6 as described above. UPS Press Release 1 further discloses the data of the cargo carrier 
computer systems also includes agent information (see paragraph 11). 

18. As per claims 1 1 and 12, UPS Press Release 1 in view of Bowman discloses the method 
of claim 6 as described above. UPS Press Release does not explicitly disclose that data of the 
cargo carrier computer systems includes bill of lading information or customs information. 
However, Bowman further discloses that data of cargo earner computer systems also includes 
bill of lading information (see paragraph 22) and customs information (see paragraph 11). It 
would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to 
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incorporate such data into the system disclosed by UPS Press Release. One of ordinary skill in 
the art would have been motivated to incorporate such data for the purpose of including data 
that is necessary for international cargo transportation because UPS is a well known 
international cargo shipper. 

19. Claims 13-20 recite substantially similar limitations to those already addressed in claims 
1-12 and, as such, are rejected for similar reasons as given above. 

Response to Arguments 

20. In the remarks filed 12/27/06, Applicant argues in substance that (1) the references only 
teach allowing a user to communicate UPS and not any other canriers; (2) the references do not 
allow a customer to select a transport mode. 

21 . In response to Applicant's arguments, it is respectfully noted that in claim 1, the user 
only communicates with the host computer that has access to cargo carrier data. Furthermore, 
the data is defined as "representing cargo transportation options available" from the cargo 
carriers. As noted in the above rejections, since the term has not been further defined in the 
claim, the Examiner has interpreted the different service levels to be a fomn of different cargo 
carrier sine it represents different levels of cargo carrier service. Furthenmore, claim 1 does not 
differentiate cargo carriers from the host itself. Therefore, given the broadest reasonable 
interpretation to one of ordinary skill in the art, the Examiner respectfully maintains that the UPS 
reference teaches this feature as claimed in claim 1 . 

22. With respect to claims 6 and 13, the Examiner has relied upon the combined teachings 
of the UPS reference and Bowman. Since Bowman teaches the linking of air, land and marine 
cargo carriers (see paragraphs 12-13 and 20-23), and since the claims do not specify what type 
of linking is utilized, it is respectfully submitted that the combined teachings of the UPS 
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reference and Bowman teach this feature as claimed, given the broadest reasonable 
Interpretation to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention. 

Conclusion 

23. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as 
set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

24. A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO 
MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after 
the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period 
will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 
CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, 
however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date 
of this final action. 

25. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner 
should be directed to Luke Gilligan whose telephone number is (571) 272-6770. The examiner 
can nonnally be reached on Monday-Friday 8am-5:30pm. 

26. If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Joseph Thomas can be reached on (571 ) 272-6776. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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27. Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private 
PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you 
would like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the 
automated infomiation system, .call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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